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interests of his country, ready to abandon all the
principles which he had advocated for years, Li's
conduct after the iebacle of 1894 proved that he was
prepared to barter the future of the Empire for any
scheme that promised him a new lease of power. In
this, as indeed in many other matters, he was a
faithful follower and imitator of Her Imperial Majesty
Tzu HsL
It is impossible for the foreigner, looking at this
aspect of Li's career from the European point of
view, not to hold Li largely responsible for China's
humiliating defeat and for many of the subsequent
misfortunes of the Chinese people, even unto the
present day.    It is impossible to deny that he was
false to his own professed convictions, to the light
of his own superior intelligence, in building up an
imposing and costly structure of naval and military
equipment  on  foundations  which he knew to be
utterly unsound.   It is certain that in pursuing this
course he was actuated as much by personal motives
as  by  the  hope  of creating   abroad  a    fictitious
impression of China's military strength ;   also, that
he followed the tradition of his class by subordinating
the service  of the  State to personal ends.    But,
looking at the matter from the Chinese point of view,
the blame that he incurred is not ascribed to his
methods, but only to their lack of success ; and even
this measure of blame has already been condoned
by the great majority of his countrymen in considera-
tion of his meritorious loyalty and achievements in
other fields of the public service.    Posterity, in fact,
is doing him that justice which his contemporaries
often refused him.    The Chinese people are generally
unconcerned with politics, leaving the business of

